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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 5, line 14, the term "pearlite" is queried. Is it intended to be "perlite" instead? Based 
on the context described there, it seems "perlite" to be a more suited material than pearlite. 
Qarification or correction is required. 

Page 5, line 18, the term "HPL" is not clearly identified. Is it an abbreviated form of "high- 
pressure laminate"? For clarity, at least in the first occurrence of HPL, its full term must be 
incorporated. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Qaim 7 is objected to because it is unclear what HPL denotes. To obviate this 
objection, the first occurrence of HPL should be amended to read, "high-pressure laminate 
("HPL")".** Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

3. Qaims 1-4 and 6- 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 1 12, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for heat- curing resin as a binder in the claimed product, 
does not reasonably provide enablement for a broad class of resin. The specification does 
not enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/ or use the invention commensurate in scope with these claims. 
The amendment to claim 1 remove the term "hot-curing" to correct indefiniteness problem 
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raises new matter issue as the specification only provides support for heat- curing resin but 
not just any resin. It is suggested that "heat-curing" be added before "resin (at line 5 of 
claim 1) to obviate this rejection.* 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed June 24, 2004 are deemed persuasive. Thus, the art-based 
rejections are hereby withdrawn. 

5. References are cited as art of interest. 

a. The Hemels reference (US 4,503,115) teaches a molded decorative article 
comprising fibers and heat-curing resin but fails to teach fillers in the article. 

b. The Willemse reference (US 6,387,489) teaches a decorative sheet comprising 
fibers, fillers and heat-curing resin. However, the diameter of the fibers is taught to 
be from 0.025 to 1mm (col. 4, lines 18-20) while the particle size of the fillers 
(pigments) is taught to be from 0.01 to 1.5 mm (col. 4, lines 43-45). This teaching of 
Willemse suggests that the fillers may have particle size larger than the thickness of 
the fibers. Therefore, Willemse teaches away from the specific dimensional 
relationship between the diameter of the fibers and the particle size of fillers as 
required in the instant claims. 



** Assuming "HPL" denoting "high-pressure laminate". 

* Note that "heat-curing" is needed to differentiate the resin from radiation- curing resin. Thus "heat-curing" is definite 
while "hot- curing" is not for reasons set forth in the previous office action. 
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6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to FL T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-1511. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Mondays to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Jones can be reached on 571-272-1535. The fax phone number for the 



Information regarding the status of an application maybe obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBQ at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). p f 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



FL T. Le 
Primary Examiner 
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